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GVC sinGs its way to national suCCess
by Jackie Hough

On Monday, 36 students and a handful of adults disembarked at the 
Royal Festival Hall in preparation for the final day of an Annual 
competition. Our Village College choir was one of a select few, 12 in 
fact to make it to the junior finals of the National Barnardo’s Young 
Supporters’ Concert and Festival competition.

And what a busy day it was. Thanks to London traffic and A1 
roadworks, the students arrived in time only for a quick freshen up 
before being ushered by a Barnardos representative straight into the 
auditorium to see four other choirs perform which completed the 
morning’s competition schedule.  Starting at 10.00am 12 junior and 12 
senior school performed 2 contrasting pieces of their own. 

This year, due to many children moving on at the age of 13 to Stratton, 
the choir was dominated by many year 5’s who hadn’t been in the final 
last year. Thanks in part to their amazing success earlier in March at 
Bedford Music festival perhaps they weren’t quite as nervous of such a 
high profile public performance as they might have been. 

Christian Aid Week
9 - 15th May 2010

First sChool 
summer Fayre

Saturday 26th June 2010
11:30 to 2:30

Come and support the school’s 
biggest annual fund raiser.

See page 12 poster for further 
details
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Having attended last year, where in the 
senior section the winners stood head 
and shoulders above the rest, it was 
noticeable that the performance standard 
across both age ranges was far closer, 
and therefore impossible for the novice 
to predict any outcome!

The atmosphere was of suppressed 
excitement as 2000 young people moved 
around the theatre throughout the day, 
performing, resting, rehearsing or eating.

Gamlingay were the first to sing in the 
afternoon session, so straight after a 
hasty packed lunch, they headed for 
their rehearsal room, whilst the adults 
grabbed a cuppa and joined others in 
the auditorium to watch them perform. 
Throughout the day, I spotted parents 
arriving at intervals, so there were a fair 
few of us rooting for our children as 
they made themselves ready on that vast 
stage. Annoyingly another school were 
still filing past us in the seating when 
their performance began. 

Despite this, they lifted their heads 
and began. We could clearly hear 
all their words drifting up to us as 
they performed  The Drum song and 
Bluebird to the four judges sitting two 
rows below. Both pieces were short but 
beautifully presented, with Jack Hooley 
and Mat White on percussion. Jasmine 
and Eleanor Hunt’s sweet solos were 
enchanting, and we all crossed our 
fingers that they were in with a chance 
to win.

So, after hearing a few other schools 
perform, we then joined the choir 
and took a brisk tour of the bank of 
the Thames, with the Head Mr Clark 
pointing out a few landmarks as we 
processed. Sadly we didn’t quite have 
enough time to reach the Globe theatre 
before we needed to return for the 
massed rehearsal in preparation for the 
evening concert.

The evening was compered by Carole 
Lindsay-Douglas, and she was so much 
better than the old Blue Peter presenter 
who’d attempted to amuse everyone 
the previous year. The schools sang the 
Barnardos song to start the concert and 
then each of the 24 schools sang one 
song, not necessarily their competition 

entry. They also all performed two other 
mass choir songs. 

 Finally Douglas Coombes announced 
the winners for each section … and 
Gamlingay had won the junior section. 
The screams of joy from the choir 
could be clearly heard throughout the 
auditorium, even above the racket the 
audience were making! Wow, what an 
amazing achievement for a small choir 
of young people who have only sung 
together from September. Norwich High 
School had won the senior section.

But, the story doesn’t really end 
here because the prizes include a 
performance in the Royal Albert Hall 
in November as well as the choir 
receiving a piece composed for them 
by Douglas Coombes. Goodness knows 
what winning has committed the choir 
to in terms of appearances on behalf of 
Barnardos! 

May I take this opportunity to thank all 
the staff, and especially Mrs Gray for 
giving up their free time to support the 
choir not only for this trip, but also on 
the numerous other occasions where 
they perform outside normal school 
hours. 

Well done indeed to all the choir, what 
an amazing achievement - all those early 
morning and late practice sessions have 
been worth the effort after all!

Dear Editor,

I am trying to trace anybody in 
Gamlingay who might have known the 
Knight family of 3 Potton Road and 
in particular my uncle, Herbert Basil 
Knight who died as a POW in Thailand 
(Siam as it then was). I also have distant 
relatives with the surname Meeks.

I would be most grateful if you could 
glean any information from your 
readers.

Many thanks,
Mick Knight
6 Saxon Road
Stamford Bridge
YORK
YO41 1DD
01759 37 37 91 
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Services for May 2010
Sunday 2nd Easter 5 8am Holy Communion G

10am All Age Communion G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 9th Easter 6 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Thursday 
13th Ascension Day 7.30pm Holy Communion G

Sunday 16th Easter 7 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist & Baptism E

Sunday 23rd Pentecost 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Monday 24th 8pm Meditation G

Sunday 30th Trinity Sunday 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,

Just before Easter a few of us gathered in the lounge of Chris Martin’s home with some of his 
family. We were there to send him on his way to Santiago; Chris was making a pilgrimage there 
like thousands of others would be from all over Europe. For Chris though this was not just a 
personal endeavour but also a fundraising venture for the Amy Inez Lothian School in Chindola, 
Mozambique. St Mary’s church here in Gamlingay, and at Everton, support this particular area with 
money and prayers. The school is currently being built and Chris hopes that the money he raises will 
go a long way to helping complete the project.
For pilgrims the idea of journeying great distances is both exciting and a little scary. To embark on 

an unknown journey takes courage, commitment and a certain amount of recklessness. You have to 
be ready to go with the flow and take obstacles as opportunities.

Most of us won’t make great pilgrimages in our lives but we might see our whole life as a sort 
of pilgrimage. We never know what might be round the corner, there will be many joys and some 
sorrow too. But if we believe we never journey alone, that God is behind us and before us, that God 
is alongside us and holds us, then we can make our journey with confidence.
I pray that wherever your journey takes you, you may know the love of God through the care and 

affection of those around you. And this month we pray for the safe return of Chris to his home, his 
family and his friends.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

The Alpha Course
For those who want to find out more 
about Christianity.
If interested, please contact our minister 
for details of the next course.

Dear Friends,

The other week, I was rather surprised to be described as being ‘a green minister’, 
‘ecologically conscious’ – having changed the electric light bulbs in the manse to 
low energy bulbs, recycling, when possible walking or taking my bike etc. and to be 
honest, I had never really thought of myself as ‘eco-minded’. 
As an evangelical Christian, I take the teaching of the Bible very seriously and one 
of God’s first commands to humanity in the Book of Genesis, concerned the care of 
the earth. The first humans were called ‘to work it and to take care of it’ (Genesis 
2:15). Humans were given the responsibility of being ‘stewards of Creation’. In the 
Bible, a steward is a servant given charge of his or her master’s affairs, a position of 
responsibility. It is an ancient command and not one that the human race has made a 
good job of keeping, to say the least! 

Now that the human race has ‘ravaged’ creation and people have woken up to what 
they are doing, people are becoming environmentally conscious, which is admirable. 
The problem is, however that we are missing the point. The New Testament points 
out that ‘since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities, His eternal power 
and divine nature – have been clearly understood from what has been made, so that 
humans are without excuse’ (Romans 1:20) – the evidence of the Creator is seen in 
what has been made. As the same passage continues, Paul highlights the problem that 
humans ‘became futile in their thinking’ and ‘exchanged the truth of God for a lie and 
worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator’ (Romans 1 verses 21 
and 25). 

The danger is that whilst we take seriously the need to care for the earth, we miss our 
responsibility to our Creator. We fail to see that we are stewards of creation, servants 
given charge of it by ‘the owner’ – we are not masters of it, responsible to God for 
our treatment of creation and accountable to Him for our very lives.

How’s your stewardship? 
Best wishes!

James.

Gamlingay Baptist Church 
Events

Coffee Morning

In the Large Hall (Former British 
School)

Thursday 20th May 2010
10:00am until 11:30am

Why not join us for tea/coffee 
and cake?

Church of St. Mary the Virgin  Chat Groups
Our very successful Chat Groups have been running now since September and we 
have had some interesting and stimulating discussions on all sorts of topical and life-
related issues. For example : 
... the release of prisoners on compassionate grounds ... the merits and de-merits of the 
honours system ... the commercialisation of Christmas ... the digital revolution.

 There is no particular bias to our discussions and all those who have taken part have 
found it to be an enjoyable way to spend a morning or evening.  In the pub “putting 
the world to rights” over a glass of beer or wine seems to be a common pastime so, if 
that appeals to you, why not come and join us in the back room?  
You, and your opinions, would be very welcome!

We meet on the 2nd Wed. of each month at 2 Charnocks Close, 10.30 a.m.
OR In the evening at ‘The Cock’ (back room) starting at 8 p.m.
If you would like to talk to someone before coming please phone Chris Miller : 
650779, Ian Parker : 652992 or Brenda Elcome : 650489. 
Alternatively email Ian : iangparker@hotmail.com  
ALL WELCOME – We look forward to chatting with you!
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The Flower Show Diaries
by Philippa Pearson

Garden designer Philippa Pearson 
from Gamlingay is exhibiting two 
gardens at RHS shows this year: 
The Victorian Aviary Garden at 
Chelsea Flower Show in May and The 
Girlguiding UK Centenary Garden at 
Hampton Court Palace Show in July. 

Preparations for both gardens 
started last year and here she talks 
about the work involved. 

Creating a ‘normal’ garden can 
take anything from a few weeks to a 
few months, or longer if the work is 
scheduled in different areas within a 
larger garden. Creating a show garden 
takes three weeks to build on site at 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, 
slightly less at Chelsea where we only 
have just over two weeks to put things 
together. This, of course, is only the 
actual build of the garden when all the 
landscaping features are placed, secured 
into position and plants are placed into 
borders to create the overall effect of a 
garden that has been there for ages. The 
reality is that a massive amount of work 
behind the scenes has to evolve before 
we get to the show site!

I’ve exhibited show gardens at 
Hampton Court show for the last three 
years and before I’d even arrived on 
site at last year’s show, I was invited to 
tender and design the Girlguiding UK 
Centenary Garden and was delighted to 
find out at the end of July that I had been 
selected to do this project. The Guides’ 
centenary year started in September 
2009 and the garden at Hampton Court 
will be a colourful event as part of 
their year long activities to celebrate 
their special year. As part of the design 
process last autumn I visited Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Senior Units 
in Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire, 
including some here in Gamlingay, to 
gain an insight into how the organisation 
works and get some feedback from 
members on what they like about 
gardens and gardening. It was great fun 
and I’ve used some points raised from 
this consultation period in the garden.

In August, a fellow designer I’d met 
at last year’s Hampton Show, Jonathan 
Denby, rang me to ask if I would like 
to be co-designer with him on a garden 
he wanted to do at Chelsea. I already 
knew I was doing the Girlguiding UK 
Centenary Garden at Hampton, but 
the opportunity to do a show garden 
at Chelsea is not something to turn 

down! Jonathan, who lives in Cumbria, 
is a Victorian gardening expert so our 
Chelsea garden is inspired by this era 
and has an ornate wrought iron aviary 
building, used an outdoor room, and 
some rather colourful planting in formal 
borders. We found out a week before 
Christmas that our design had been 
accepted by the RHS and the garden 
would be situated on Main Avenue at the 
show, not a bad position considering it’s 
the first time at Chelsea for both of us. 

Since Christmas it’s been a frantic 
period of organising all the elements and 
details for both show gardens. Many of 
the components of the Chelsea garden 
are being created or made in Cumbria 
such as the aviary building, mosaic 
pebble path, slate paving and we’re also 
recycling some limestone and slate from 
an old wall at one of Jonathan’s hotels 
(he is also the garden’s sponsor, South 
Lakes Hotels) to build a traditional 
Lakeland stone wall in the garden. It’s 
meant a lot of travelling up and down 
the M6 to Cumbria to agree details and 
see work in progress. Plants are very 
important in all show gardens after all, 
these are flower shows. All gardens are 
judged by an experienced if slightly 
unnerving team of judges and assessors 
and if you are lucky, you are awarded 
a coveted RHS Medal for your efforts. 
Everything has to be perfect and plants 
and flowers at their peak. 

Chelsea Flower Show is the most 
prestigious horticultural show in the 
world, Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show the largest. Plants are being grown 
at specialist nurseries in Hampshire for 
the Chelsea garden and Surrey for the 
Girlguiding UK garden whilst Deepdale 
Trees in Potton are supplying trees for 
both gardens. It’s necessary to order 
more plants than you actually need so 
that you select only the best for the final 
display. 

I will visit each nursery at least three 
times before delivery to assess how the 
plants are progressing: being weather 
dependent, some plants will peak too 
soon if we have a very warm spring 
or will not be in flower if the spring is 
too cold. You can’t put plants in show 
gardens that aren’t going to flower or 
have gone over as you’d be marked 
down by the judges! There is always 
a last minute ‘trolley dash’ to get 
more plants, usually replacements, but 
generally you can’t radically change 
your planting design from that you 
submitted with the original application 

which was approved by the RHS. 
For both gardens, every minute 

detail has to be checked whether 
it’s a building, individual landscape 
components from size of gravel to 
finish on paving stone, authenticity of 
your plant choices (you can’t show a 
named plant that is clearly something 
else) and other things. For example, 
I recently drove to St Albans to look 
at turf samples for the Chelsea garden 
– even the blades of grass have to be 
right! Schedules are discussed with 
landscapers for each show on what is 
being built on which day including 
health and safety requirements and 
everything has to run like clockwork: 
this is crucial at Chelsea where space 
is limited and every lorry that brings 
supplies and products to each exhibitor 
on the site has to be booked in advance 
onto a schedule with the RHS. It’s a 
military operation!

You can find out more on each garden at 
the following websites:
www.philippapearson.co.uk
www.victorianaviarygarden.co.uk
www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-Events/RHS-
Chelsea-Flower-Show/2010
http://mygarden.rhs.org.uk/blogs/
hamptoncourt/

Late Spring notes:
‘Beautiful they stand the daffodils finally 
in bloom upon our borders’ 
... but as they die and fade it may enter 
your mind to clear away their foliage. 
However, they should be left intact 
for six weeks after flowering to give 
the unseen bulbs the best chance of 
regenerating next spring.
 In between clearing the daffodils, 
preparing your borders or bedding areas 
and planting perennials, you could 
try adding some mulch which helps 
conserve moisture and also suppresses 
any weeds. 

As the bushes and 
trees in your garden 
shoot into action 
consider checking 
any tree ties to 
ensure they are not 
too tight - forcing 
the tie to cut into 
the bark. Loosen 
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them if necessary. 

If you have any time to help the birds, 
clean out your bird baths and top them 
up with fresh water. This would be a 
good deed for the day

Also this time of year is the only small 
window of opportunity to contain any 
overgrown ivy, cutting it back to where 
you wish it to belong.

The Rock Island 
Rebels
8pm till late
Saturday 12th June 
2010
Gamlingay Village 
College
Licensed bar
bring your own food
Tickets £7 each

... another great 50’s 
/ 60’s night out!

Contact Vic Cook, 
GVC 
tel: 01767 651 449
raffle for National 
Deaf  Children’s 
Society

QUIZ
Friday, 14th May 2010

8pm start

Gamlingay Village College
Bring your own drink & nibbles

(Please note the school has a no nuts 
policy)

£5 per person entry fee
Teams maximum of 8

Please telephone 01767 652157, 07540 
856775 or email rainbowtreasurer@

btinternet.com for an entry form.

GAMLINGAY TENNIS 
CLUB

Thanks very much to those of you 
who attended our meeting at the end 
of March. We now have some new 
committee members and a programme 
of events for the rest of the year. 
It is also that time of year for 
membership fees, so if anyone is 
interested in joining please contact 
Amanda Hardy for forms. These will be 
emailed to all existing members.  
Fees for 2010 are £25 student; £30 
individual; £50 couple; and £70 family 
You will then be provided with a 
membership card and the magic 
combination for the padlock (rather than 
a key). 
We have organised another 8 
week coaching couse with Paul 
Bonnington  - on Wednesday evenings 
from May 19th. £42 for juniors (under 
16) at 6pm, and £52 for seniors at 
7pm. This can be booked using the 
membership forms. 
Other events booked so far are as 
follows: 
“Grab a FREE bacon roll” on Sunday 
11th April 2010 at 10m. The only catch 
is that you bring a broom and help 
sweep up the courts - ready for the new 
season. The more people who come and 
help, the quicker it will be. 
“Open Day & Meet your Coach” on 
Sunday 9th May 2010 at 2pm. Everyone 
is welcome to this event to meet our 
coach Paul and to take part in an 
informal tournament. There will be cake 
and wine/soft drinks to refresh you too. 
There is a £1 entry fee for non-members 
which will be refunded if they join the 
club on that day. 
 “Strawberries & Cream Tournament” 
on Sunday 18th July 2010 - more details 
to follow. 
The club is also hoping to set up its own 
website this year, to keep members more 
informed, and we are hoping to make an 
appearance at this year’s village show. 
  
For more information please contact 
Amanda Hardy on 01767 650124 or 
andrewandamanda@hotmail.com 



THE GAMLINGAY W.I’s GUY 
(ALBERT EINSTEIN)

From Wimpole Hall, there came a request,
For the W.I. ladies to do their best,
To create a Scarecrow - on any theme -
So, straight away they began to scheme.

Then, in it popped, at 2 in the night,
A ‘presence’ so vivid, it gave me a fright!
Albert, in black coat, his shirt crisp and white,
His hand, holding chalk, on the blackboard did write.

Whether wake or asleep, I focussed and stared,
As Albert wrote “E = M.C (squared)”.
About energy, mass and velocity too,
It was all so clear; I knew just what to do.

All fired up, I sowed the seed,
(And the W.I. ladies, they all agreed)
So, a skeleton grew, out of wire and wood,
Padded with cushions, how tall he stood.

Pillows, dismantled, for extra stuffing,
Shoes to be found, and they will need some buffing.
One lady offered to do her bit
And moustache and hair, in wool, she would knit.

Inside-out marigolds formed each hand,
Wired and able to contract and expand.
In true W.I. fashion (of make-do and mend),
We beavered away, with Albert, to end.

We stitched and we glued,
We teased, and for why?
To offer, to Wimpole,
The wisest W.I’s(e) Guy!

  Gill Spaul  �010   For the Wimpole Scarecrow Festival, 
May/June.�010

Forget the doom and gloom brought 
on by our long winter weather and the 
credit crunch.
Instead look forward to our exciting new 
festival

June 19th and 20th at St 
Mary’s Church Gamlingay.

The theme is ‘Saints, Sinners, and 
Scarecrows’.
Everyone  is invited to enter either as a 
group, organisation, business,  family,  
friends or as an individual.
What’s more it will not cost you a penny 
to enter. 
How?   Now is a good time to clear out 
those drawers and wardrobes, you have 
been meaning to do.

Children don’t dump your clothes that 
are no longer cool!!
You can use shredded paper, newspaper, 
old clothes, poly bubble wrap or straw, 
to stuff your scarecrow . 
You can design a face or use an enlarged 
picture. 

 Please return your slips by 1st June 
to 15 Fairfield. For more information 
telephone: Gerry Brunt 01767 650693 or 
Margaret Starksfield 01767 651002.

DON’T be left out of this fun festival.
For those unable to enter please come 
and support us. Put this date in your 
diary, and to bring family, friends, and 
neighbours.
WATCH THIS SPACE.

Advance Notice - Fantastic Fun



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 10

If you have any questions about these 
- or indeed any other - matters, please 
do not hesitate to contact me – Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write to 
the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 3JA. 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com. 

Lorry Parking in Church Street, 
Gamlingay.
Bridget has met with the police, the 
Parish Council and the Managers of the 
Coop to try to find a way of resolving 
the problems associated with delivery 
lorries parking on the pavement outside 
of the Coop.  The [police have agreed to 
liaise with the County Council to look 
at the possibility of restricting parking 
opposite the Coop and the Coop have 
agreed not to accept deliveries when 
children are travelling to and from 
school.  The Coop has also agreed to 
salt the sloping pavement outside the 
shop when it is icy as a number of 
people fell during the bad weather.  We 
also highlighted the need for a more 
permanent solution to the sloping 
pavement which is being looked into.

Longstowe’s Playground
It was lovely to help cut the ribbon at 
the opening ceremony of  Longstowe’s 
beautiful new playground.  There are 
very big aspirations and a formidable 
group of people willing to work 
very hard to make things happen in 
Longstowe and we all look forward to 
helping where we can to deliver exciting 
ideas for further play opportunities for 
their children.

Youth Participation
South Cambs currently has a Youth 
participation Strategy on its website for 
you to look at and comment on.  Youth 
Participation aims to involve young 
people in decision making on issues that 
affect them.  Please do have a look at 
this document and if possible encourage 
any young people you have to do 
likewise and add their comments.  

Gamling-Aid
Very many congratulations to 
Gamlingay Records who raised well 
over £1000 for Haiti through 4 different 
performances during March.  The Jam 
Night in The Cock involved a huge 
number of people of all ages performing 
a very wide range of music. The 
Servicemen’s Club hosted a fabulous 
and very noisy evening of rock and roll 
provided by some of the bands signed to 
the record label and St Mary’s Church 
rang to the sounds of stunningly high 
quality classical performances from 
adults and children.

Further Safety measures in 
Gamlingay 
We are delighted that the South Cambs 
Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership 
has made a grant to help install some 
extra security lighting added to the front 
and rear of homes in Blythe Way which 
should mean it’s safer for residents and 
easier to detect the presence of people 
who have no business there. 

Gamlingay Library
I recently attended a meeting at the 
Gamlingay Library with the Manager 
and Parish Council  to meet the relevant 
portfolio holder from the County 
Council and show him what a great 
facility we have in the village. He 
seemed very impressed both with the 
facility and the enthusiasm. We know 
cuts have to be made to the Library 
Service this year but hopefully not at 
ours!! 

Pot Holes
No apology for more on potholes (in 
my case, two tyres and counting….). 
Recent extreme weather has caused 
untold damage to our highway network.  
The County Council has had to divert all 
available staff to pot hole and patching 
work and we now have 22 gangs in 
the county trying to get on top of the 
problem.  The sheer quantity means that 
we are not meeting our targets in terms 
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of repair times. 

What, you may wonder, is our policy? 
Pot holes are repaired on a risk basis 
where we look at how deep they are 
and where they are on the road.  The 
most dangerous ones we aim to repair 
within 24 hours but others might be 
repaired in 7 or 28 days. We are seeking 
to do permanent repairs where we 
can, but in many areas we are going 
to have to go back and do patching 
works.  Temperatures have caused us 
a problem and had a detrimental affect 
on the quality and durability of the 
repairs we have been undertaking. No 
kidding…FYI The cost of a single repair 
is about £50 but if we can work in a 
more planned way we can reduce that 
cost to about £30.  

Road Safety
It’s really sobering to read the casualty 
figures for Cambridgeshire’s roads. 
Provisional data for the calendar year 
2009 (2008 data in brackets) is 19 killed 
(47), 364 serious (325), and 2214 Slight 
casualties (2299)
There was a large reduction in the 
number of people who died on our roads 
in 2009, down to 19 from 47 in 2008 
and 62 in 2007.  This large decrease 
is very welcome, but the total does 
fluctuate from one year to the next and 
the 2009 total is unusually low. Figures 
are one thing but these are people’s lives 
we’re talking about and so it makes us 
really angry that one road – the B1042 
Arrington to Tadlow through Croydon 
– is taking a lot of these lives. Despite 
numerous petitions, letters, accidents 
and pressure the County Council really 
has not grasped that this road needs 
to be improved and it needs serious 
accident remedial measures to prevent 
further loss of life. We fight on!

Hatley Litter Pick
Congratulations and thanks to all the 
local volunteers who picked bags and 
bags of rubbish from Hatley’s verges. 
It really makes an amazing difference. 
Thank you!

Cambridge East
What do I care about Cambridge East, I 
hear you cry? The news that Marshalls 
will not be moving from Cambridge 
Airport and that therefore that site will 
not be delivering over 12,000 homes by 
2021 has sent a cold chill across South 

Cambridgeshire.
We still need to build these homes. 
There are 6,000 families waiting for 
housing in South Cambridgeshire 
and presumably a similar number in 
Cambridge City. We cannot simply 
ignore this urgent housing need.  It 
strikes me as perverse that Cambridge 
Airport is regarded as an unsustainable 
site for development but in any case 
we are all anxious to know where these 
12,000 homes are to go. Another new 
town added onto the 8,000 homes to be 
built at Northstowe perhaps? A massive 
expansion of Cambourne? Hanley 
Grange at Hinxton? 
The impact of Cambourne on the 
local Parishes has been substantial 
– more traffic, problems with access to 
education, less buses in the rural parts 
of the area and so on. Imagine if the 
owners of Bourn Airfield, for example, 
wanted to put the housing shortfall of 
12,000 homes caused by the failure 
of Cambridge East to come forward 
on their land – the impact would be 
catastrophic – and that’s why we should 
all care about Cambridge East.

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway
I’ve given up trying to follow the quite 
amazing series of disasters connected 
with the Busway. Suffice it to say that 
already the County has planned to 
borrow over £40m for the project – on 
top of the £116m project cost. There 
are six major defects that need to be 
addressed including the entire St Ives 
Park and Ride site which floods. Among 
the “minor” issues is that of Toads 
– hundreds of thousands of migrating 
toads are becoming trapped between the 
cement wheel guides – so lots of locals 
are volunteering to help bucket up the 
toads and save them. Frankly I can’t see 
this happening twice a year for ever so I 
hope some bright spark comes up with a 
solution!

NEARLY NEW SALE
Baby Clothes & Equipment

Children’s Clothes
Toys, Books, Dvds, etc.

SATURDAY 8th May
Gamlingay Village College
2PM – 4PM Entrance 50p

Refreshments available
To book a table telephone 01767 
652157 07540856775 or email 

rainbowtreasurer@btinternet.com



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Easter Fun!
At the end of the Spring Term, one of the ways that the children at Sunshine Pre-
School celebrated Easter was to learn how Hot Cross Buns are made from a true 
expert! Derek Woods, from Wood’s Bakery in Biggleswade, visited the children and 
brought with him some Hot Cross Bun dough mixture that he had made that very 
same morning. He told them about all the ingredients he had used to make the dough 
and how it had been mixed in a big machine back at the bakery. All the children 
were then given there own piece of dough to make into hot cross bun shapes. Some 
children made the traditional bun shape but there were also a variety of different 
shapes made and it was great fun! The buns were then baked at Pre-School and 
served up for snack time. Derek also supplied some extra buns for the children to 
take home with them. Ann Wiseman, Pre-School Leader, explained “Derek visits us 
every year and helps us to make all sorts of different breads, cakes and biscuits. It 
is a wonderful opportunity for our children to engage in cooking and find out about 
people from our local community. We are very grateful to Derek for giving us his 
time this morning after a busy night in the bakery”.

Morning and Afternoon sessions AVAILABLE NOW see our advert for details.

Friends of St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

JAZZ
♪♫    in the    ♪♫

BARN
AT

CASTLE FARM
STATION ROAD, GAMLINGAY

7.30 PM - 11.45 PM
SAT. 26TH  JUNE, 2010

dancing to
THE SAVOY JAZZ BAND

LICENSED BAR
BARBECUE SUPPER AVAILABLE

Tickets: £12  - Children’s concessions
available from:

Sue/David Thorne, Rose Cottage, Church End, Gamlingay  - 01767  651 668 
Andy Banham, Taylard House, Church Lane, Gamlingay   - 01767  650 517 
Brian Jones, 22 West Road, Gamlingay       - 01767  650 008
Philip Gorton, The Emplins, Gamlingay    - 01767  650 581
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GAMLINGAY LIBRARY 
ACCESS POINT

 A temporary location 
for the Gamlingay 
Library Access Point 
(LAP) is being looked 
at at the moment and 
hopefully by the next 

edition of The Gazette we will be able to 
let you know further details.
 When the LAP moves in to the Eco 
Hub, we will be open for more hours 
than we currently are.  We are actively 
seeking Volunteers to help cover these 
extra hours, and so if this is of interest 
to you, please pop in to the Library or 
call Debbie Hare (LAP Co-ordinator) on 
07740 867808.  All Volunteers are CRB 
checked and full training is given.
 Cambridgeshire Library Service is 
currently running a full review of 
services that it provides, including 
Mobile Library and LAP services.  
Meetings have taken place with the 
representatives of both the County 
Council and the Library Services.  All 
were interested in how the LAP is used 
in Gamlingay currently and how we 
plan to take the facility forward with our 
move to the Hub in 2011.. i.e. our new 
location, better opening hours and extra 
facilities.  The full service review won’t 
be complete until July 2010, but when 
we have further information we will 
pass this on to you.
 

BOOK REVIEW - BY CAROLE 
POWELL, VOLUNTEER
 
MARTIN CLUNES - A DOG’S LIFE

 I enjoyed the television programme 
and decided to read the book.  This was 
a most enjoyable read, giving more 
detail than the programme, especially 
regarding the Alpha Female fights 
between Mary and Tina.  It explains 
how Martin and his family solved 
the problem.  It was well written, 
informative and enjoyable.  Just the right 

book for a bad weather day.
 This book is currently 
available in Gamlingay LAP 
for loan.. please ask us to 
help you locate a copy.

Gamlingay Neighbourhood Panel 
Including :Gamlingay. 

What are they?  Public meetings 
where you have the chance to have 
your say about safety issues, crime, 
anti-social behaviour, road safety and 
traffic management, and other matters 
that affect the quality of life in your 
neighbourhood.
At the last meeting held in Haslingfield 
on 20th January 2010, attendees from 
parishes, the police, the district and 
county councils considered:
1. Action taken against the previous 
priorities:
Tackle anti-social behaviour in the Mill 
Street area of Gamlingay.
Improve road safety across the area.

The activity carried out by the police 
and partners was highlighted as per 
the Neighbourhood Profile Update 
distributed at the meetings and on the 
Constabulary website. Continued high 
visibility patrols and engagement with 
young people has lead to a reduction 
in incidents of anti-social behaviour 
and complaints from the community. 
The police suggested that the Parish 
Council work with the police 
Architectural Liaison Officer to design 
out crime.

2. Jayne Wright, an independent member 
of the Police Authority presented the 
Annual Police Authority Consultation- 
‘Your Police Force’.
Issues addressed:
Staffing levels, force performance, 
our budget, population growth, victim 
follow-up and a brief history of the 
Police Authority.
3. The meeting was informed of a 
review that would take place in the 
Bassingbourn/Melbourn panel area 
to determine whether changes were 
necessary to make panels more effective. 
Lead officers from the County Council, 
District Council and Police spoke about 
the review from their organisational 
stand-points.
4. New Priorities Agreed:

Tackle bicycle theft in Gamlingay.
Improve road safety across the 
neighbourhood.

For more information about this 
meeting: https://www.cambspolice.
co.uk/myneighbourhood/

•

•
•

meetingSummary.asp?mid=203
Then click on ‘View Minutes’.
Future Meetings:
Wednesday 21st July at Haslingfield 
Village Hall, 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th October at Gamlingay 
Village College, 7.30pm

Gamlingay & 
District Writers’ 
Group
We had a change of location 
this month and met in 
Letchworth...a bit more convenient for 
those members who live further south
We had two apologies and we hope to 
see you again next month.
1. Introductions
We had two new members this month, 
so welcome to you both.  One of our 
‘virtual’ members who has been joining 
in for a while via e-mail also made it to 
the meeting, so it was good to put a face 
to a name.
2. Review of Targets
One of our novelists, who usually 
inspires us with how much she’s written, 
couldn’t be with us this evening, so 
we’ll have to wait until next month 
to see how she’s getting on.  Another 
member has set himself a target of 
entering one competition a month, so it 
will be interesting to see how he does.
3. Competition News
A member has entered a competition and 
is waiting to see how he got on.  Neither 
of our two entrants won the competition 
on the topic of onions.  The Chair is still 
waiting to see if she’s had any success 
in a novel competition with novels 1 and 
5.  She has also approached a publisher 
with novels 1 and 5, and has made 
a very bold approach to Lee Childs’ 
publisher!
4. Other News
Speaker – we have a speaker coming 
to see us on Tuesday 16th March at 7 
o’clock.  Questions have now been sent 
to the speaker by the Chair.  This should 
be a really entertaining and thought 
provoking evening – there is nothing 
like a fresh perspective to re-energise the 
writing spark.
Summer Event –a barbecue has been 
tentatively booked for the third Tuesday 
in July at the Chair’s house.  
A web-based magazine which has done 
an interview on our published novelist 
may be interested in featuring some 
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of the group’s work, so the Chair will 
contact them for their requirements.
5. Discussion of Work
This month, the theme was ‘Alternative 
Reality’.  We had a great mix of work, 
and our new members also made 
contributions.
There was a wonderful variety of work, 
everything from a discussion of how 
the universe began to what might have 
happened if the other side had won the 
Second World War...and we even had 
some poetry.
The new critique forms seem to 
be working, and are helping us to 
give some structured comments on 
everyone’s work.  It’s important to give 
a balanced review...areas that might 
need further thought as well as the good 
points.
It’s also noticeable that members are 
beginning to expand their horizons and 
venture into other genres.  One member 
had a very successful foray into humour 
and another wrote a very accomplished 
piece concentrating on dialogue between 
ordinary people.  It shows that we’re 
getting more confident, which can only 
be a good thing.
6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for April 6th is ‘Newspaper 
Story – write a story on an article you’ve 
found – try choosing one tucked away 
from the front page.  Or have a go at 
journalism.
However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit 
that instead.  That’s what we’re here for 
– to give support and encouragement at 

all stages of the creative process, from 
the first germination of an idea to the 
polishing of the finished article.
Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Goodwin on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website 
– www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Wimpole market
Jan Lupton, organiser

With the bad weather your residents 
may wonder if we have survived - we 
have and we have even grown a little 
so I thought you may like an update:
We operate once a month on the 2nd 
Saturday from 11am to 3pm in the 
Stable Block at Wimpole.  Entry to the 
market is totally free and over the last 
few months we have grown to around 
18 traders and there are lots of foods to 
try before you buy.
 
If there is anyone in your village keen 
to have a stall at the market and who 
produce an item we don’t already 
cover we would be delighted to hear 
from them.
All details about our market are found 
at www.farmers.fayres.co.uk  and our 
next dates are
 May 8th, June 12th.



Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30

News from 
The Lodge 
nature reserve 

by Mark Brandon.

For many people, May is the month 
when spring turns to summer and 
when the Lodge, like the rest of the 
countryside, looks green and fresh, 
vibrant and stunning.
 A bird we will expect to see during 
the month is the spotted flycatcher. It 
is generally the last summer migrant 
to arrive here from its wintering areas 
in Africa and south western Asia. It is 
declining in the UK and across other 
parts of its range so we are lucky that we 
still see them here at The Lodge.
As its name suggests, the spotted 
flycatcher hunts from conspicuous 
perches to catch passing insects and 
returns to the same spot, to create an 
imaginary circle in the air.
May is also the main month for 
natterjack toads to breed. They also 
actively hunt insects, but they do this 
on warm, still nights, in the safety of 
darkness. They have a noisy call, which 
can be heard over long distances and 
they are extremely rare. 
In Britain,natterjacks live almost 
exclusively in sandy places, such as 
lowland heaths and coastal dunes. In 
Cumbria and Scotland, they are thriving 
in upland moor and upper saltmarshes.
You can experience the sights and 
sounds at The Lodge on one of our most 
popular walks, which takes place this 
month, although it requires a very early 
alarm call!
The dawn chorus walk takes place on 
Sunday May 2nd, starting at 5am.It is a 
great way to experience the magic of a 
woodland gradually coming alive to the 
sound of birdsong.
A full English breakfast is reward for 
stumbling out of bed on a Sunday!

Here are a few more of our events to 
enjoy;

Sun May 02   
National Dawn Chorus Day     5am- 7-
am 
Wrap up warmly and experience the 
magic of an English woodland at Dawn, 
followed by a full English breakfast.
Vegetarian option available, please 
advise on booking.
Please book and pay in advance.

Cost; adults £8, RSPB members £6, 
children £4, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £3

Wed May 05
10 am – 12 noon
Birds for beginners.
An informal walk, identifying woodland 
birds and helping to improve your 
birdwatching.
Cost; adults £3, RSPB members £2, 
children £2, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £1

 Sat May 08
 8:00 pm - 10:30 pm.
Moth night.
Join our experts, as they safely trap and 
record these intriguing creatures, and get 
a close look at the exciting species we 
find.
Booking essential, please pay in 
advance.
Meet at Lodge HQ car park
Cost; adults £3, RSPB members £2, 
children £2, RSPB Wildlife Explorers 
£1.

Gamlingay Show 2010

Did you read the show schedule in last 
month’s Gazette? 

Have you chosen what to make and 
bake or plant and grow?

There are lots of things to choose from 
in the 66 adult and 36 children’s classes 
covering a wide variety of skills and 
talents which we know you have in 
abundance. 

So don’t be shy – if you’ve never 
entered any of the classes before, then 
give it a go this year! It only costs 30p 
per entry and, you never know, you 
might win!

We still need your help to make the 
show a successful and enjoyable event 
so if you feel able to help in any way, 
please contact us at 
gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes from The Gamlingay Show 
Committee



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday 6th May
Philippa Smalls, 
43 Green End

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 10th May
How a Magistrate’s Court works, 

with Mr Painter

All welcome

Summary of Parish council Meetings in March

Agendas and Minutes also available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk 
Eco – Hub model, floor plans etc can be viewed on www.gamlingay-ecohub.info

Community Buildings
WI hall/Old Methodist Chapel – electrical testing to be arranged – quotations 
received.  New storage heater required for Old Methodist Chapel.

Churchyards
Clerks to investigate grants for churchyard wall from SCDC.

Library 
Moving date from village college 17th July. Two alternative venues being 
investigated.  

Miscellaneous
Public session – questions were asked about the finances of the Eco-Hub. Query about 
public consultation – Sebastian Kindersley, District and County Councillor confirmed 
that this had been undertaken as outlined.  

Update on the possibility of a Gamlingay-Sandy cycleway was given by Nick 
Hardiman, who is a member of Gamlingay Envionmental Action Group (GEAG).  
They are hoping to get funding for a feasibility study – it would take around 3 years to 
develop this project.

Mr Nick Howard was co-opted on to the council.

Salt provision still restricted – new salt bins will be filled when restriction is lifted.
Potholes – some repairs have been made by County Council but many holes are 
breaking up again.

Suggestion of a quarterly 4 page insert in the Gazette to inform parishioners about the 
parish council  – editor to be requested to attend next meeting to discuss this and other 
issues.

New dog bin to be provided at Stocks Lane end of Holly Lane (Charnocks Walk).
Multi Use Games Area – as County is now not prepared to site this at the village 
college it was agreed that in order not to lose this facility for the village it could be 
situated on the recreation ground.

Allotments update – to all those on the 
waiting list (32 at last count) – the parish 
council apologise for the long wait but  
are doing all they can to get these up and 
running.   The council is still waiting to 
sign a lease with a local landowner which 
will allow it to provide sufficient  plots 
to satisfy all those wishing to rent an 
allotment to grow their own produce.  

•

•

•

•
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Target Group
The Butts area 
improvement 
project - Part 2
Fundraising Can Be Fun!

I went to see Peter Hutchinson at Potton 
Ltd in Wyboston Lakes. I’d not worn a 
suit since I became pregnant and stopped 
commuting to work full time in London, 
and remember being relieved to actually 
be able to put a skirt on after my change 
in shape! Nervous, gosh I certainly 
was, I was barely able to breathe. Peter 
was amazing, as was his wonderful PA 
Patricia, who was an inspiration and very 
enthusiastic about our efforts. He told me 
that he felt it was time to offer support 
to Gamlingay as Potton had benefited 
from his generosity far more over the 
years and suggested that it would suit 
him best if Potton Ltd bought a complete 
item of equipment rather than simply 
gave us money for the pot. His advice 
on all aspects of the project was most 
helpful, and he offered to give us staff 
time should we need it to check if our 
equipment prices could be beaten. 

We applied for Lottery funding of 
£5,000. Whilst they were cogitating, 
we were madly fundraising. Cake stalls 
at School, Preschool and the Cross, 
with Julia Richardson and her daughter 
Rebecca baking endless Smartie biscuits 
for the cause, and helping at every turn. 
Kevin Smyth ran a marathon for us and 
all the money he raised in sponsorship 
went into the project. There was more, 
but the most complicated fundraiser was 
our Medieaval day. All the time we not 
only wanted to let everyone know how 
well they were doing, but also show the 
grant people that the villagers wanted 
this to happen and we had their support. 

Many people were involved with 
mediaeval day, but I will name some of 
them and some of the activities to give 
you a flavour of the day. Fay Boissieux 
at this time was running a fancy dress 
business from home. She offered, free 
of charge, costumes to all involved in 
running the event, and over the course of 
a couple of weeks transformed villagers 
into figures out of history. Her mum, 
Kim made flags which were proudly 
hung from poles along Stocks Lane, and 
looked wonderful.

The Scouts lent us their marquee style 
tents, which we eventually worked out 
how to put together, despite a number 
of misleading poles being stored in the 
bags, all unmarked of course! Louise 

Jones put up all her displays inside these, 
and the guy ropes were festooned with 
flags. It was all very festive.

We booked English folk dancers 
and Morris men, and we persuaded 
Biggleswade Kestrel Archers to come 
and display their talents and teach others 
to shoot, all in keeping with a mediaeval 
fayre. Fay helped encourage people 
to take part in the archery and have a 
go and her enthusiasm was infectious. 
She looked very fetching in her witch 
costume – she was sensibly using the 
event to further promote her business! 
Claire Twydell cooked mediaeval pasties 
and pies using recipes from the internet 
and Lindy Gorton provided edible 
flowers to be serve in the mead and 
elderflower wine which Potton Brewery 
kindly ordered for us. The outside bar 
was manned by Bryan Gardener who, 
with his son, dressed as a serving wench 
and did a wonderful job. Mead and 
elderflower complemented the normal 
offerings of beer nicely! On the day, 
Lorraine Turner and Andrew Flynn ran a 
scarecrow building competition. Lorraine 
was sceptical about the idea, but trusted 
me and they nearly ran out of straw for 
stuffing in the end, it proved so popular. 
Julia Richardson and Rebecca did a bit 
of everything, before during and clearing 
up at the end. We served pork and apple 
sauce in trenchers. Not wanting to spend 
on a hog roast, volunteers cooked joints 
for us at home, supplied at cost by 
Knibbs. Alastair Golding sticks in my 
mind substituting for Kate who sent her 
apologies, gamely serving the pork for 
us.

The egg throwing provided much 
spectator amusement, and the volunteer 
who helped with this had no children but 
gave us so much of his time on that day. I 
picture his huge grin, but his name sadly 
escapes me. He and his wife lived in the 
white house adjoining the Coop. Lindsay 
Chapman let us use the village stocks, 
and the responsibility of endlessly getting 
water to supply it I believe was taken 
by Dave Twydell and his sons Andrew 
and Daniel. David Jones and his kids 
helped all day and again cleared up as 
well. Sandi Nuth, Chair at this time for 
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the FSA and May Fayre committee let us 
use the coconut shy and David knew how 
to put the thing up safely and also ran 
it for us throughout. We needed access 
to toilets, which was difficult, as today. 
The Community Centre Management 
Committee agreed to let us have a key 
if we accompanied every person and 
didn’t leave the building open to the 
public. Paula Edmiston took on the 
thankless task of escorting people up 
the steep bank to the community centre 
and opening and shutting the door every 
time, and she also laid out a buffet for the 
dancers and stall holders. Her husband 
Hugh took a stint so she had a chance to 
actually see the fayre rather than be stuck 
in the Community Centre all afternoon.

I rotated through the fayre with a clip 
board and pledge sheets. We still had to 
show the support of villagers to potential 
funders and I took many signatures that 
afternoon which Paula later transformed 
into cash once we were in a position to 
buy the play equipment. Only a couple 
of pledges weren’t honoured or were 
illegible!

The English Miscellany Dancers gave 
us three more hours than we’d paid for 
because they found out the Morris men 
had let us down. They didn’t have to do 
that and it shows the positive spirit of 
the whole event that they were prepared 
to do this. I’m so glad we offered them 
plenty to eat and drink.

For much of the day my father in law 
looked after my youngest son, Richard. I 
have a wonderful image of him striding 
around as King Richard, resplendent in 
hose and tabard. Great Uncle Grahame 
was no less impressive, thanks to Fay 
dressing him as a monk. He even had 
the tonsure (well nature had done that 
really), and looked the part.

Many village children already had 
swords and shields and pieces of 
‘armour’ and there were many princesses 
for those noisy squires to rescue from 
peril that day.

It was fun, hard work, memorable and 
the weather was hot. It was the last time 
many went down the Butts before it was 
closed ready for the transformation to 
take place. That was hard, closing the 
Butts and explaining to the children why 
they couldn’t go in to look because the 
site wasn’t safe.

One large hurdle came when our main 
grant provider ran out of money and 
threw all plans into disarray for a couple 
of weeks. Thanks to Playdale, we heard 
of a new funding stream just as we were 
about to cave in. 

Representatives from many organisations 
came to my kitchen to show their support 
for the project and met the man from 
Living Spaces (Deputy Prime Minister’s 
office). He said we were in a position 
to proceed to the final stage of their 
grant application process, under his 
recommendation, but only if the Parish 
Council proved they were behind the 
project. 

Once again, it was down to the Parish 
Council. Once again we were worried 
they wouldn’t let us have the letter we 
needed because it committed them to 
the £10,000 necessary to complete the 
process, but to which they had only 
agreed to offer in principle. Thankfully 
they wrote the letter and we met the 
tight deadline. We thought we had all 
the money in place but the Lottery threw 
our application out on the grounds that 
we wouldn’t complete the project in a 
year! So we were suddenly £5,000 short. 
I panicked. I rang Patricia at Potton Ltd 
for advice explaining the need to order 
the equipment immediately to get the 
prices we’d been quoted and asked her 
for a loan to allow us time to fund raise 
further but to allow us to complete the 
project within the time and budget we 
had. Instead of a loan, Peter paid the 
difference, closed the shortfall in funding 
and we had everything we needed to go 
ahead. The equipment was ordered and 
the work began.

The Village Mucks Into Some Hard Work

Phase One work was divided into 
professional and volunteer labour and it 
all had to be scheduled so as to waste no 
time nor compromise safety at any stage. 
This task was the responsibility of our 
resident experts, Derek (an equipment 
manufacturer) and Len Jarvis, our project 
managers.

Digging. All the work not to be 
undertaken by Derek Clement’s men 
was to be done by villagers – remember 
the payment in kind? Well it was time 
to cash in the promises of time and help 
from numerous families in the village.
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Len oversaw all the work undertaken 
by the volunteers and the project itself 
– as the most experienced builder this 
village has. He was involved with the 
previous work down in the Butts and his 
knowledge of this village is unsurpassed. 
He was perfect for the role as far as we 
could see and he luckily agreed to take it 
on despite having only just retired (and 
at this time he was awaiting knee surgery 
and was under instruction not to do the 
work himself). He did an amazing and 
inspiring job, patiently explaining basics 
to many who had not handled tools, dug 
holes or built anything before. 

There were 96 post holes to be dug 
by teams, all by hand. All the spoil 
was to be used to create zig-zag ramp 
pathways for the three entrances. The 
composition of teams of volunteers 
changed throughout the days, over two or 
was it three weekends. Fay and Richard 
Boissieux both helped, Hugh Edmiston 
and my husband tackled the tangle of 
the scramble net and worked out how to 
tension it properly. Lindy Gorton came 
and dug holes, as did Trahern Rayner 
fresh back from working in Japan and 
still jet-lagged. I remember Kirstin 
carefully negotiating the bank down from 
the surgery end carrying a toddler, to 
ask her husband when he’d be finished. 
I think he was expected back home and 
had lost track of time. Chapel Fields 
hadn’t long been completed and it was 
good to know the newer residents were 

just as keen to be involved as those 
born here. The list of willing hands 
was long, and I no longer have them to 
hand, but thanks to all those villagers 
the whole adventure playtrail was 
perfectly assembled, It was cemented 
into permanent pride of place, just as 
you see it today. This was community 
spirit at its very best. Hard work, no pay, 
but time offered freely as labour to the 
community.

The initial site clearance and pathway 
work was the most distressing part of 
the whole project. Len and Derek had 
rather a stressful time of it. Sadly vandals 
removed many of the metal poles holding 
up the safety barriers used for closing the 
site whilst heavy work took place and 
used them as crowbars to wreak havoc 
in the village. Len was really upset and 
felt personally responsible for allowing 
the rods to cause damage elsewhere in 
the village, although how he could have 
prevented this remains beyond me. I 
think it shows how dedicated people 
were to the project that it became so 
personal, but Len was persuaded to stay 
on board and we could not have done 
it without him; he was essential to the 
success of the build. He willingly gave 
up his weekends to coordinate the efforts 
of the volunteers who could only be there 
in their free time. Derek couldn’t be 
there, but Len was.

S and S Tarmacs Stan and his son Sean 
worked miracles on the infrastructure. 
The digger fascinated my youngest and 

continued on page 1�
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many other village children, so they had 
an audience whilst they worked (at a safe 
distance). Louise, Paula and I were in 
and out of the Butts constantly fielding 
concerns and ironing out snags until 
finally we were in a position to arrange 
the formal reopening of the space. There 
wasn’t sufficient soil spoil to complete 
the last pathway – the one at the surgery 
end. We certainly hadn’t budgeted 
for buying in hardcore or soil. So, yet 
another appeal for help went out, this 
time directly to the builders. They tipped 
their hardcore over a course of ten or so 
days until Len and Stan judged there was 
enough to form the path safely. I would 
like to point out that the builders were 
all trusted not to tip rubbish and they did 
not abuse this trust. It is a credit to them 
that they selected the material that went 
into the Butts and they thus minimised 
the work Stan had to do to complete the 
pathway.

Philip Gorton, working with a chain saw 
with Lindy, Len and Tony Groom spent 
a long day cutting out dead and diseased 
timber from the trees surrounding the 
rim of the Butts. They removed huge 
volumes of debris for burning up to 
Robin Harris’ farm thus making the site 
far more attractive and a great deal safer, 
too. This was a very heavy job, and 
the improvement to the whole site was 
impressive. Suddenly the area looked 
managed and cared for.

There was considerable concern over 
the condition of the trees and the danger 
of further erosion causing some to slip 
down the bank. Special matting was laid 
on the banks in the worst areas to try 
and help ground cover to establish and 
stabilise the soil, but the erosion issue 
remains. Forming a permanent zig-zag 
path to provide access to the Football and 
Cricket field with a gate was intended to 
encourage users not to make their own 
route up and out of the space, but this 
has only been partially successful. Later 
planting of the hedge along the fencing, 
coordinated and spearheaded by Louise 
has also helped.

Finished – Well, Nearly

A request went out for volunteers to litter 
pick before inspection by the playground 
people, Rospa. Claire Twydell brought 
her broom and gloves and I remember 
seeing her on her hands and knees 

removing all the glass she could find 
from the roundabout and carefully 
brushing the area to ensure nothing sharp 
remained. Her boys litter picked for 
hours, as did David.

Rospa had first to inspect the works 
before issuing a certificate of safety. 
Despite our efforts to inform them of 
every detail en route, and to comply 
with all their requests, they managed to 
find reams of faults and snags to report. 
Luckily most were rectified immediately, 
none were dangerous and many were 
simply low risk opinion and ‘professional 
back covering’ on paper rather than real 
issues. So the project was cleared for 
public use and reopened to much fanfare 
and general relief on Sunday September 
5th 2004. We made the Chronicle and 
the weather was kind again. Adults who 
hadn’t been in the Butts for years came 
down to see. Smiles, pleasure and relief, 
and boy were we tired. We handed over 
the responsibility to the Parish Council 
and it is still theirs. 

This isn’t the end, though. Although 
Phase One was done, there was no 
seating. Paula was determined not to 
let this go and applied once again for 
grant assistance to a different part of 
the Lottery funds. This time we were 
successful, and appointed Martin 
Heron, an artist who translated ideas 
into working sculpture. Martin’s brief 
was to manufacture robust seating for 
The Butts using themed ideas generated 
once more by the children in the village, 
all on a tight budget. Paula arranged 
workshops in all the schools, including 
Stratton and here the children worked 
with Martin and made models. I assisted 
at one Saturday morning workshop in 
the newly reopened Methodist Hall with 
the teenagers who were able to hoik 
themselves out of bed before noon! It 
was messy, but fun and the variety of 
work was impressive. Martin took the 
details away and then, after Paula had 
moved to Scotland the finished designs 
were ready and presented to the village 
- in the Resource Centre using the GVC 
projector. I remember commenting to 
the Head that I was wondering if anyone 
would turn up to see the effort all the 
children had made, but I needn’t have 
fretted. At the presentation votes were 
cast to decide which designs would be 
manufactured for installation at the Butts, 
and the colours were chosen. Martin took 
away the firm order and manufacturing 

continued on page �0
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So, post holes were needed yet again. But 
this time we had no money for cement 
and sand left to install the new seating. 
Solving this shortfall, Angela and Jim 
Clements went into the pubs and within a 
day we had sufficient funds to finish the 
job, and offers of labour once again.

Delivery was rearranged at short notice 
to my front garden, by crane and low 
loader on a Thursday. The arrow seat was 
not only huge but very heavy. It filled 
my small front gravel area, looking quite 
incongruous in School Close. Payment 
on delivery was a little hard because 
Debra Royal at the Parish Council took 
some persuading to release the money, 
which was rather embarrassing. Then, 
Stan arrived at the weekend accompanied 
by Jim Clements and his son to shift the 
huge arrow to the site ready for digging 
in, but it was too heavy to shift. I rushed 
around the streets begging help and 
nine people came and lifted and also, 
bless them, helped unload and carry the 
beast down into the space planned for it. 
Louise directed the turning until the seat 
was sitting ‘just so’ then she dashed off 
to Cambridge to see the Gruffalo with 
her family. The rest of us remained to dig 
or mix concrete.

With teams of volunteers and builders 
and the use of a mini digger owned and 
driven by Mark Wilsher the job was 
soon done. The seating has withstood 
the vandals well, and Lesley Smyth 
commented to me recently that many of 

the children remember creating those 
designs and that the ownership of the 
space still protects it. 

The project completed within budget 
and on time. It was a triumph of 
cooperation and a credit to Gamlingay 
as a community. It remains one of the 
best play spaces in the area with kids 
coming in to use it from outside the 
village and it is standing up to the test 
of continuous and robust use. I’m proud 
of our achievement and I hope this diary 
gives those of you who are new to our 
community an idea of how wonderful a 
village working together can be.

There were lots of photographs of this 
project, and the Parish Council have all 
the records. If you feel you would like to 
complete Phase Two and need access to 
the plans and details I’m sure the Parish 
Council would be delighted to hear from 
you. The Target Group doesn’t really 
exist any longer, it doesn’t need to, but it 
could if ‘someone’ wants to take up the 
challenge.



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



letters
Dear Editor,

There follows an attempt to compose a neutral letter for inclusion in the Gazette. 
I appreciate your position as printed on Page 6. However, we do not have a date 
for a public meeting and public discussion (it could be June) and the construction 
would have begun. Until then the Gazette will continue to print notes from the Parish 
Council; this is hardly a neutral position. Here goes:
As an experienced engineer I have several questions because the published finances of 
the construction do not seem to add up .

Cost of project (guestimate)  £980K
Possible grants in progress   £250K
Village Loan    £500K
There is a gap of   £200K-£300K.
Where will this shortfall come from?
A contingency sum of 10% ie £100k is included to pay for overrun expenses due to 

bad weather, delays and PFF. The contingency of 1% (£9.8k) that has been put in the 
costing is surely insufficient? Assuming that it overruns where will the overrun money 
come from?

Builders will want staged payments as the job progresses to pay wages. But the 
grant will be paid at the end of the project .Where will the staged payments come 
from?

Many older residents have many years experience as engineers, accountants, etc and 
would have liked to have seen that these gaps are closed to give a sound financial base 
on which the project can go forward. Please answer so we can be satisfied that we 
have not left a legacy of debt to the village.

D C Sadler, Brockwood Close

Mr Sadler also added a note about his email server being unaccessible. 
There is no need to apologise for your email being down. We are happy to receive 

contributions by traditional paper copy. A number of contributors have experienced 
difficulties with their email connections recently, including us, which particularly 
affected incoming contributions last month. Ed

Dear Editor
In response to Dorry Glockling’s well made point about disabled access to the WI 

Hall why was this not addressed when the Parish Council took on the WI Hall and 
why has is still not been resolved?

I am sure the community would be willing to help with the ground works to provide 
a ramp at a reduced cost for this well used and much loved building.

Surely it should be a priority for the Parish Council to ensure all the residents of 
Gamlingay can access the village amenities?

Audrey Williams

Dear All
Bassingbourn Snowsports  - help for heroes

On 9th May, fancy doing something for our injured soldiers - and having a good 
time? This is for anyone who may want to zip up and down a slope with the proceeds 
going to a fantastic cause.

  The day will be packed full of entertainment where you can learn to ski, snowboard 
or even have fun tobogganing with the chance for you to show your support to the 
Armed Forces by raising funds to Help for Heroes.

On Sunday the Army Recruiting team will be assisting 
throughout the day with their climbing wall and we hope 
to have demonstrations in adaptive skiing along with live 
entertainment and refreshments. Events tel: 08450 728 293.

Thanks, Bryan



letters
Dear Editor

Re: ECO Hub
Why, oh why, have we, as the villagers of Gamlingay, not had the opportunity to 

VOTE on whether or not we want this facility? 

After all, we are all given the right to vote for government. I can see that this is a good 
idea and that the village may benefit from a new community centre. However I would 
suggest that the GPC take another look at the costs involved. 

Surely it would be cheaper to employ local builders to re-furbish our existing 
community centre, the £45,000 that has already been spent would have gone a long 
way. After all we have the WI Hall which has over the years provided a base for 
various clubs and groups and is also an excellent venue for parties and celebrations. 
To sell off this hall so easily is like taking away part of our village history for what is 
clearly going to be a white elephant. 

Let’s face it we as a village cannot afford the ECO Hub. If I am to be paying more 
council Tax I would prefer it to be spent elsewhere, for example providing disabled 
access at the WI Hall for our elderly that find it difficult to manage the steps. There 
is a feeling of unrest amongst village folk who are not adverse to change but cannot 
see how having to spend so much money would truly provide benefit from this very 
expensive project. 

Ask the people to vote and act on these results rather than what our PC believe is 
right for our community.

Yours sincerely
Lyn Bailey

Dear Editor
 

I have been following with, some distress, the correspondence and feelings within 
the village based around the eco-hub community centre project.
 

Several weeks ago I decided that what may be a good idea to solve the problem once 
and for all was to allow all parishioners the opportunity to vote “yes/no” to the project 
and that the vote be binding. Voting slips could be sent to every household with The 
Gazette with voting boxes situated at convenient places around the village.
 
I sent an e-mail to the Parish Council proposing this idea as a final solution to the 
unrest, and I have still not received an acknowledgement of any kind either positive 
or negative. I therefore have to assume that the Parish Council feared the vote taking 
place in case the “no vote” won so have chosen to totally ignore it. For this reason 
I now join those showing great concern at this project being pushed through at vast 
expense to us, the parishoners. 

I thought that the role of the Parish Council was to represent the people of 
Gamlingay not to fight them and to go against their wishes. I have obviously got it 
totally wrong and I fear that “The Gamlingay Folly” will go ahead and be built at 
vast on-going expense to us all only to stand empty for most of the year as the current 
community centre does, being occasionally vandalised. 

Wonderful. What next?

Steve Hemmings



letters

This letter was delivered by hand . I 
picked it up off my doormat on 11th 
March. The April copy  deadline was 
1st March �010 -Ed 



letters
Dear Dorry,

I have received this letter and wish to give you an opportunity to respond, should 
you wish, as it names you throughout. 

As your original resignation letter was not for publication, is it okay to say this when 
the attached letter is printed?

I had hoped to hand this across to you on Tuesday but as you were not in I’ve 
decided to drop it in with this brief covering letter instead.

The copy deadline for the next edition is Monday 5th April.
Best wishes, Jackie

18.1.10 To the Editor
Please accept my resignation as Chair of the Gazette
Dorry Glockling



The Gazette is a voluntary organisation, and always has been. 

We print the contributions we receive, and up until recently that hasn’t been any cause for concern.  
The quality and content of contributions is in the hands of each writer, so the tone of any letter is the 
responsibility of the author, not the editor. We are not censors, but obviously do not print obscenity.

This follow-up letter was passed to me when I was walking my dog, on ��nd March. 

The committee information has been published in every edition of the Gazette since 1��1, unless 
villagers know differently. How much easier could we make this? As to the rest, Dorry Glockling 
didn’t feel the need to answer the questions in the letter, so I think the best policy is to follow her 
lead. Ed

letters



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Chris Eaton/Roy Dennis 650 188 /650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



letters
Dear Editor

I am growing increasingly exasperated by the incessant whinging of the Anti Eco Hub 
brigade in Gamlingay.

Having lived in Gamlingay for 12 years I remember the Community Centre being an 
unpleasant building back then - in the intervening years it has degenerated into a slum 
which has now been closed because it is unfit for use.  The Parish Council only took it 
over relatively recently when the maintenance issues got so bad that the Community 
Centre Management Committee were unable to cope with it, and they handed it over 
to the Council as a poisoned chalice to ‘be sorted out’. 

It seems to me now that the efforts of the Parish Council to do just this, and build a 
brave, exciting new centre for the village is being met with nothing but complaints 
by a small but vocal minority.  It is also clear that everyone in the village has a very 
straightforward choice to make: support it or have nothing.

If you don’t support the building of this Eco Hub and get behind the volunteers who 
are trying to make it happen, you will be left with absolutely nothing.  The building 
will continue to be an empty eyesore.  The people who have worked so hard to raise 
money will give up and walk away.  The grants that have been so hard won will be 
grabbed back by a hungry government before you can blink.  The reason an Eco Hub 
was proposed in the first place was because there are grants available for the eco 
technology.  If they are not used, now, to put in this technology, they will be clawed 
back and the money will be lost. The few thousand that will be left after the grants are 
removed won’t even be enough to repair the roof.

Be under no illusion that the Anti brigade who are protesting against it have any 
alternative – despite their protestations that “we badly need a large hall, something 
like the Community Centre which is essential for a village of our size” they have no 
plans, no money and no ideas as to what kind of building can replace it.  They also, 
to my knowledge have no intention of actually doing anything except moan about the 
Eco Hub plans that are already happening.

Lindy Gorton has pledged to do a house to house survey to ‘find out what residents 
wish’ (letters, April Gazette). Fine. When she knocks on your door, tell her that you 
don’t really like the idea of paying for the Eco Hub and ask her what the group she 
represents have as alternative plans for a building that will serve the village and will 
cost you absolutely nothing.  If she can come up with an answer please ask her to 
publish it for us all to see.

The arguments against the Hub seem to centre around the fact that it will cost money 
which will be put on the precept and that no one will use it.  Well, of course it will 
cost us all money – buildings aren’t built by magic!  As to whether it will be used 
– Gamlingay that is up to you.  If you use it, it will become self funding and future 
precepts will be kept to a minimum. 

If you care about the future of Gamlingay and its need for a Community Centre, stop 
believing the lies and made up figures from the Anti brigade and contact the Parish 
Council for the facts. Give them a call or go onto the website www.gamlingay-
ecohub.info - it’s pretty helpful. Then make up your own mind.  Do you want a new 
and exciting Community Centre with facilities that will cater for so many or do 
you want nothing but an empty eyesore to remind you of the missed opportunity?  
(because without the grants there won’t even be the money to knock the old building 
down).  It really is up to you now.

Tony Groom, Mill Street



letters
Dear Editor,

I am surprised that it is thought that those who do not wish to be saddled with an exorbitant Council tax for the next 25 years are 
a small minority. It is not known because no one has bothered to find out the wishes of the village and that is what my first letter 
volunteered to find out. Who knows we might be in the majority? When I talk to people in the village many of them think The Eco 
Hub is a new building not the Community Centre with a new name. May I point out that I am not ami anything that the majority 
want. It is the lack of democracy and transparency that worries me and 6 Councillors too. As for an alternative I wrote to the 
Chairman of the Parish Council in November with an alternative plan.

My thoughts are quite simple; The Eco-hub is in the wrong place, being built at the wrong
time at the wrong price.

Alternative plan.
PLACE. The correct place is the centre of the village, which is at the cross roads and this could happen when the Wales site comes 
on stream as part of a 106 schedule. The place for an all singing all dancing all serving building is the middle of the village, not the 
rim, as at the moment.

TIME- During a time of increasing austerity with more and more of the population becoming unemployed and, if statics are to be 
believed 60% of the inhabitants over 60, this is not the moment to saddle them with a large increase in Council tax. 

As eco-friendly becomes more important I know that a lot of research and development is going into heat exchangers, solar panels 
etc in the next 7 to 10 years. Postponement of this project would give the village time to finance a purpose built hall which is 
always cheaper in the long run than the conversion of existing buildings.

PRICE. Because we have not been told how much the final cost is to be but running into millions it seems to be beyond the means 
of a village with an ageing community. We are not yet a town and I hope Gamlingay will not be one while I live. 

Furthermore I thought this proposed marvellous new building was to have a Youth Centre [this I thoroughly commend] but it 
transpires that so much is being spent on the present proposals that the Youth Centre is not to be built now. I and many other voters 
await enlightenment.

Yours, LindyGorton.
The Emplins

The Crafty Cupcake Gift Shop 
Opens For Business

 
Following a fantastic first year in business, 
Gamlingay’s Crafty Cupcake is expanding 
its Gift Shop with a dedicated area and 
increased range.  
 As official stockists of leading brands 
Jonny’s Sister and East of India, we 
are offering a hand-picked selection of 
homeware, soft furnishings, children’s gifts, 
cards, wrapping paper and much more.
 Crafty Cupcake owner Fay Boissieux is 
delighted to be able to offer visitors more 
of what they love  - “Over the last year 
the gift side of the business has proved 
very popular with our Cupcake customers, 
and with the dedicated Gift Shop we can 
provide a really great choice of quality 
gifts for all occasions.  We look forward to 
welcoming new customers into the Crafty 
Cupcake Gift Shop and encourage everyone 
to come and have a look around.”



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Thursday 27th May, Wednesday 
23rd June, Thursday 22nd July

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday 7th May Trophy presentation and AGM. Closing date image of the year 
entries.

Gardening Club

Wednesday 5th May What have plants ever done for us? Timothy Walker Director Oxford 
Botanic Garden.

Saturday, 15th May Plant sale at Honey Hill. Hostess, Eileen Knibbs.

Wednesday, 2nd June Evening outing at The Mill House, Bassingbourn. leaving from The 
Cross.

History Society

Monday, 10th May How a Magistrate’s court works, with Mr Painter.

Monday, 14th June ‘Gettin a livin on the Ouse’ with Nita Luxford.

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 18th May A humourous look at life by Hilary Sage

Neighbourhood Watch
23/25th 
January

Buff Lane, 
Hatley St George

Thieves stole items from a farm shed. 

27/1st March The Cross Between 1630 
& 0930

thieves stole both number plates from an MG. 

6/8th March  Fairfield Between 1200 
& 1100

driving lamp stolen and bodywork damaged on a Ford Focus.

 7/8th March Hatley Park, 
Hatley St George

Between 1900 
& 0800

thieves stole an antique caravan from a barn 

11/12th March Chapel Field Between 2330 
& 0600

thieves broke into a house and stole property. 

12th March Heath Road  At 1244  thief in a Citroen Relay van seen syphoning off heating oil from a 
residential oil tank, into the back of his van.

12/13th March Green End Between 1900 
& 1000

vandals smashed windows to guard box on site and sprayed vehicles 
with a fire extinguisher.

12/13th March Green End Between 1800 
& 0900

storage cubicle lock damaged, nothing taken.

14/15th March Waresley Rd. Between 2000 
& 0700

thieves stole gallons of red diesel. 



WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 18th May

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 3rd May Copy deadline for June edition.

Monday, 7th June Copy deadline for July/August double summer edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 17th May Deborah Florence on MAGPAS.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.


